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Newsletter 
 
This is your newsletter. I can only include what you send me, so please send a short narrative and 
photographs of any interesting or even boring events. This newsletter goes out to members who may 
not use social media, so it is the ideal way to show them what the Association is up to. Can I ask that if 
you are submitting photographs, please include names if possible. 
 

I Military Police Brigade. 
 
1 Regiment Royal Military Police and the Military Provost Staff Regiment are back from exercise 
Steadfast Dart 25. NATO’s biggest exercise of 2025 brought together 10,000+ troops from 9 allied 
nations, moving across Europe in a major test of readiness and coordination. 
1 RMP and the MPS were right at the heart of it — operating alongside our allies and delivering: 
Real-life policing support, Mobility operations and Detention operations. 
 
 

 
 
This one is for John Baber, we are still carrying out operations in the snow!! 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Some pictures you can taste and smell. EX REDCAP GLADIUS. 
 

Wonderful news for the RMP family. Taken from the I MP Bde Page. 
 
We’re proud to announce that Jeremy Green OBE, our Regimental Secretary, has been appointed a 
Deputy Lieutenant for Hampshire, as confirmed in The London Gazette. 
From global operations to tireless support behind the scenes, Jeremy has always served with humility, 
leadership, and integrity — values that continue to inspire the Corps. 
This new civic role is a fitting recognition of a lifetime of service, and a reminder that for those who wear 
the Red Cap, duty doesn’t end with rank — it evolves. 
PM(A) said: 
“Jeremy continues to serve with the same energy, humility and moral clarity that defined his military 
career. This appointment is not just an honour for him, but a signal to our Regiment — and to young 
people everywhere — that values of service, justice and leadership never go out of fashion.” 



 

 

 
Col J T Green, OBE, DL. 

Appointment of Honorary Colonel 
 
His Majesty The King has approved the appointment of Professor David Whetham as Honorary 
Colonel Royal Military Police Army Reserve in succession to Colonel Simon D’O Duckworth OBE 
DL. This appointment took effect on 1 April 2025 and will initially be of three years’ duration. The 
Association thank Colonel Simon D’O Duckworth OBE DL and welcomes Professor David Whetham 
to the RMP family.  

 

 
 
Professor David Whetham                                       Colonel Simon D’O Duckworth OBE DL.                                        



 

 

                                 

Welcome. 
 
PM(A) and the ProSM had the honour of attending the Sovereign’s Parade for CC242 at RMAS , where 
they proudly welcomed the newest officer into the Royal Military Police. 
 

 
 
Mounted Troop Branch. 
 
Update On The Mounted Troop  Branch by Sandy Low 

The Branch was formed just over a year ago and we now have 34 Branch Members which includes 2 
new members this year. We also have quite a number of followers on the Mounted Troop and Display 
Team web page. Members of the Branch are scattered across the UK and some also live overseas. 
Due to the disparate nature of the group, we do not have monthly Branch meetings apart from 
occasional online meetings to discuss any necessary business. A lot of discussion between members 
does however go on between members via Facebook and email. Drawing the group together has 
helped to put old friends in touch with one another. 

Last year we had a few problems getting people together for events for various reasons although a 
couple of our Branch did attend the RMPA Memorial Service at the National Memorial Arboretum. This 
year we have organised a gathering at Melton Mowbray, which is the home of the Defence Animal 
Training Regiment who are having an Open Day on the 28th of June. A group of us will be attending 
the open day followed by an evening meal at an Italian restaurant in Melton Mowbray. If anyone from 
other branches wishes to join us, please email Sandy Low. sandy.low57@gmail.com. 

HQ PM(A) IIA newsletter 
 
The latest addition of the PM(A) newsletter is now available on the RHQ website. 
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RMPA Website goes live. 
 
Soft launch of the new RMPA Website, www.rmpa.org.uk with a lot more content to be added. Please 
have a play, the Corps Journals page is currently password protected try ‘Vorberg’ these will eventually 
sit in the members area which will be set up shortly. 
The plan is that RMPA Branch members, existing Corps, Chelsea Pensioners will have free access. All 
others we will look at a small subscription fee, which will be decided by the RMPA Trustees. 
Part of the membership area will include interest & hobbies sections where we will create subpages to 
allow individuals to share their work with discussion pages / blogs. We have some extremely talented 
people out there and the pages will allow them to showcase their work.  
Where individuals have businesses, we will look to afford people the opportunity to advertise on the 
page. We will also have RMP in Business which will allow individuals who have left the Corps to offer 
advice and assistance, and we will also include a job bulletin board so if you hear of positions that may 
be of interest we can post information on the pages. 
A lot of information has already been added to the website just to give you a feel for what it can be. We 
have included albums of old squad photographs and if you have a better-quality image or one of the 
missing ones, please feel free to submit it on the links provided on the relevant page. Photo albums will 
also be added for each event. Our target audience will be Veterans, existing cohort, families, and 
members of the public who have an interest in the Corps. With the membership area we will be able to 
restrict access. 
We have added online forms which will allow individuals to apply for Branch Membership or update 
their details, register for events, and notify the Association of the passing of former Corps members.  
There is a feedback form on the page, which will hopefully allow us to enhance the website further. I 
will be looking for potential IT competent individuals to possibly assist with managing the website, so 
we will have a small core team that can keep it updated. 
 

Thank you from Stewart Leach. 
 
May I take this opportunity to thank you all most sincerely for the very kind comments made on the 
various social media posts in regard to my stepping down and handing over the reins of the role of 
Secretary RMPA to Peter Vorberg. I am absolutely sure that Pete will indeed carry on evolving and 
developing Our Association, via all the networks and our branch system. If you have not yet done so 
check out the new RMPA web page at www.rmpa.org.uk its shaping up nicely now. Good luck one 
and all - here's to Our Association and all who are members of it. 
Peter now manages the email secretary@rmpa.org.uk whilst I may be found on 
stewart.leach@rmpa.org.uk 
 

Royal Hospital Chelsea Governor's Review - Tuesday 3 Jun 25 

 
The RHC Founders Day Parade has been split into two parades with the Governor's Review allowing 
Associations and Guests to be invited to watch the parade before the official event. The Corps and 
RMPA have been given a total of 18 tickets, from which the RMPA have been allocated 8. 
 
Peter as created an online ticket registration form for individuals to apply for tickets .Given the limited 
numbers available please do not apply if there is a likelihood that you will not be able to attend. Or if 
you apply and are successful and your circumstances change notify RHQ, and they will look to 
reallocate the ticket where possible. Again, if you have problems applying for tickets via the website 
contact Bob Potts or any Trustee for assistance.  
 

West Yorkshire Branch. 
 
West Yorkshire Branch RMPA ,Dinner Night. 5 July 25 at the Guidepost Hotel, Bradford. 
We have now finalised a date for the Branch Dinner Night, and wouldn’t it be marvellous if we could 
emulate or even surpass the figure of over 70 attending last year’s evening. The hotel is popular with 
guests so to avoid disappointment please book early although there are other hotels nearby that have 
been used in previous years. Further information from Davey Paynter via, email, direct message or in 
person but please no later than Friday 20 June 25 although to assist planning the earlier the better. We 
look forward to hearing from you. 

http://www.rmpa.org.uk/
http://www.rmpa.org.uk/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR5cw-5wiKw9JqfJMb87B1-bU5Nw4Ktsa-On2l-k2YuIrp_8t7UljhZb7HGDJQ_aem_mcMUnrNPT8whmCiI-jVL9g
mailto:stewart.leach@rmpa.org.uk


 

 

Echoes of the Fallen : Our Journey to Ypres and Flanders From Phillip Harrison 
Chair Of Kent Branch RMPA. 
 
Visiting Ypres was never going to be an ordinary trip—it was deeply personal especially to me. As 
members of the Royal Military Police Association (RMPA) Kent Branch, myself and five other members 
of the Branch set out to honour the legacy of those who served and sacrificed during the First World 
War. Together, we journeyed to the heart of Flanders Fields, a place forever marked by history. 

The trip began with a drive to Dover, where we boarded the ferry bound for Calais, France. The customs 
checks were swift and smooth—almost too easy, given our dark sunglasses and baseball caps. 
I  thought we looked suspicious enough to warrant further scrutiny, but the officers waved us through 
without issue. Onboard, the crossing flew by as the camaraderie of shared war stories and banter filled 
the time. 

From Calais, we drove to Ypres, Belgium, where our three-night stay awaited. The warmth of the 17-
degree sunshine was tempered by a chilly northerly wind as we arrived at Lijssenthoek Commonwealth 
War Graves Cemetery. Once the site of a bustling field hospital, the cemetery told quieter, poignant 
stories—of pain, survival, and sacrifice away from the front lines. Standing among the rows of graves, 
we reflected on the lives of those who gave everything. The care taken in preserving this place spoke 
volumes about the enduring promise to remember them. 

At the end of the day, we checked into Flanders Lodge Hotel, where Flemish stew and other delicacies 
accompanied dinner. Over good food, laughter, and stories, we shared moments of reflection before 
retiring for the night. 

Day Two  The next morning began with an early continental breakfast before heading to Poperinghe 
New Cemetery for a behind-the-lines tour. A talk on the role of the Military Foot Police in WW1 added 
depth to our understanding of their duties amidst chaos. After lunch in Ypres, we visited Brandhoek 
Military Cemetery and learned about Noel Chavasse’s extraordinary bravery in earning the Victoria 
Cross and Bar. The sight of perfectly aligned gravestones was humbling—a stark reminder of the scale 
of loss. 

As evening approached, we returned to Ypres for a little shopping, with Belgian chocolate being a clear 
favourite among the group. A hearty meal at a local restaurant rounded off the day before returning to 
the hotel. 

Day Three  Following breakfast—a mix of boiled eggs, baked beans, and stubbornly burnt toast—we 
ventured out to explore the frontline areas near Ypres. Highlights included the Hooge Crater Museum, 
where exhibits captured the harsh realities of trench life, and Hill 60, a site steeped in struggle and 
sacrifice, now preserved as a memorial park in Zillebeke. A visit to Langemark German Cemetery and 
Tyne Cot Military Cemetery brought the afternoon to a solemn close. 

But the pinnacle of the trip was still ahead. That evening, dressed in our blazers, berets, and medals, 
we assembled beneath the arch of the Menin Gate. Joining the Last Post ceremony, three of us 
marched forward to lay a wreath—a moment etched forever in our minds. The six buglers’ haunting 
notes echoed through the gate and into the fading light, stirring an overwhelming tide of emotion. 

As we laid the wreath , thoughts of my grandad flooded back. A survivor of Passchendaele, he bore the 
scars of unimaginable conditions. I thought of the millions who never returned—the young men, the 
families broken by loss, and the unrelenting impact of a war that stretched beyond the battlefield. 

That moment reaffirmed the importance of remembrance—not confined to ceremonies but carried in 
our hearts every day. The trip may have ended the next day, but the reflections continued, lingering like 
the echoes of the Last Post. 



 

 

 
 
Laying the wreath at The Menin Gate. David Law, Phillip Harrison, and Stephen Taylor . 

 
Kent Branch Spring Lunch. 
On the 15th of April Kent Branch held its Spring Lunch at the Oyster Pearl Pub/Restaurant, Seasalter, 
Kent, a venue with history stretching back to the 18th century. Originally a smugglers pub which has 
progressed through time to become a wonderful venue for seafood and Asian cuisine. 19 attended and 
I think the smiles on their faces say it all. 

 

 
 
Dave Law, Lance Clarke, Colin Ullmann-Jones, Roger Dengate, Pete Padbury, Alan Fairfax. Starting 
front right is Roy Walker, Mike McGeouch, Jonathan Webb, and Steve Smith 
 



 

 

Western Australia Branch. 

Update on the future of the branch by: Brian Griffiths. I am pleased to confirm that our branch has 
gained two new members and that I have formally welcomed Alison (Ali) Mann and Matt Edmunds who 
are RMPA life members, both are in their fifties and have professional career positions within State 
Government service. Due to their respective backgrounds, I anticipate that they will be able to make a 
significant contribution to the branch going forward hereon and place us in the best position of 
addressing imminent and future challenges. I will arrange a meeting soon with both Ali and Matt to 
discuss prospective options in progressing the interests of our branch. 

To all members and friends of RMPA Western Australia Branch 

Since inception in 2006, RMPA Western Australia Branch has regularly supported many worthy causes 

and charities over the years. This year, amongst several new charities as beneficiaries, our branch has 

supported for the first time the “Wheelchairs for Kids” charity. 

  

 
Branch Lunch. 

 
Thank you to everyone who attended our RMPA lunch, during which we welcomed our new member 
Alison (Ali) Mann to the branch. Hopefully the first of many following our recent recruitment drive. 
An excellent afternoon was had by all with Duncan winning the bottle of bourbon, kindly donated by 
Bryan Edwards. We raised $100 from the raffle to go to branch funds. 
The next lunchtime meeting of RMPA Western Australia Branch will be at RAAFA Club, Bullcreek on 
Wednesday 15 June 2025. All are welcome to attend if you are in the area. 
 

         
 

   
 



 

 

Derby Branch Lunch. 
 
Held at the Hanging Gate, Shottle Derbyshire on Wed 22 Apr for our retired cohort! Our Chair Neil 
Brooks and his wife Julie went to Bali instead. They missed out on an excellent Lunch. 

 

 
 
Empty Chair.(Barry Shaw ) Steph Lavis, Rick Lavis, Kath Potts, Bob Potts, Les Cooper, Sue Cooper, 
Sylvia Moor, Dereck Moor.  

 
Peter Vorberg. 
 
As a lot of you are aware at the end of last year Stewart Leach MBE took the decision to stand down 
as the National Secretary of the RMPA a position he has held since 2017.  
Stewart has without doubt provided an outstanding contribution to the Association, managing our links 
to the Corps and other key organisations during his tenure.  
I would like to personally thank him for his dedication and contribution over the years and wish him 
every success in the future. He will continue to support the Association in the background, and I tip my 
hat to him for what he has done for us all. 

 

Donations to the Association in Memory of or in Tribute to. 
 
Often, We are  approached by undertakers and families alike about how and to whom people may 
donate in memory of or tribute to a deceased former Corps member. 
Our stock answer has been up until today – that the funeral director should gather in donations in our 
name and submit either a cheque or Bacs payment to us.  
As of now any such request to any branch or official can be answered by sharing the link to the Much-
Loved online tribute and donation service by following this link www.muchloved.com 
 
Now we are registered anyone may go to that site and donate in our name assured that donations will 
come straight to us, and appropriate Gift Aid will be processed by HMRC direct. 
Our charity is now registered, and any individual or funeral director may process donations to us. 
 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10234977197744484&set=gm.10163148247126162&idorvanity=2364216161&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXySrUIkxGzWegWEW5NQJtaTFmEjVzaE8cW2XU2rD9oPOpsVELTVWsu2qpuCYUqQPo9IjMFFRJWvqZg_PyV92bLSCW83pS4sob9h39rrVg9pjZfnapNWJoNt9Q9S1pPVnL2QceuO_ebXUiwzDdMVfvA40Ful9DWMTBBPdqyjSpAKE38xPc19RBsIOou_o99I1gr1VMnYtWUJG8r5XNWHDpB&__tn__=EH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10234977197744484&set=gm.10163148247126162&idorvanity=2364216161&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXySrUIkxGzWegWEW5NQJtaTFmEjVzaE8cW2XU2rD9oPOpsVELTVWsu2qpuCYUqQPo9IjMFFRJWvqZg_PyV92bLSCW83pS4sob9h39rrVg9pjZfnapNWJoNt9Q9S1pPVnL2QceuO_ebXUiwzDdMVfvA40Ful9DWMTBBPdqyjSpAKE38xPc19RBsIOou_o99I1gr1VMnYtWUJG8r5XNWHDpB&__tn__=EH-R
https://www.muchloved.com/


 

 

RMPA National Standard Bearer  
 
At the RMPA AGM, a small ceremony occurred immediately after the event where Pete Watson 
temporarily handed over the role of National Standard Bearer to Sammy Gantschuk (aka Jeff Gants), 
due to ill health. 
This was an extremely emotional decision for Pete to make and is a temporary measure allowing him 
to concentrate on his wellbeing. Once Pete feels capable of resuming the role we will have a reversal 
ceremony. We wish him a speedy recovery back to health and publicly thank him for the outstanding 
work he has done for the Association and the Corps whilst in the role. 
 
 

 
 
Handover of National Standard from Peter Watson to Jeff Gants. 

 



 

 

RMPA NI Branch. 
 
Branch members attended the funeral of Paula Hanratty in Lisburn on Thursday 13th March. A large 
crowd attended including Branch members, serving members, retired members of RMP from Ireland 
and the Mainland. The Branch Standard was paraded and an Honour Guard formed, to ensure that 
Paula was seen off in a befitting manner. 
RIP. 
 

 
 
40th Anniversary Dinner. 
 
We are delighted to announce that a dinner is to be held on 23rd August 2025 to celebrate the 40th 
Anniversary of the Northern Ireland Branch. 
The Venue is the Europa Hotel, Great Victoria Street, Belfast, County Antrim, BT2 7AP. 
Room tariffs for the Saturday night including B&B basis. The same rates are also for the shoulder nights 
i.e. Friday/Saturday nights or Saturday/ Sunday nights. Double Room with Twin or Double bed -£145.00 
Single Room - £125.00. There are other hotels in the area.  
Contact 
For your Dinner confirmation(s) , please contact : Alan Officer - email, alangofficer@gmail.com. mob- 
07597698411. 
or Paul (Taff) Jones – email, mistressjones@btopenworld.com.or if using Google : 
jonesdavidpaul18@gmail.com. mob-07788178763. 
NO CHEQUES PLEASE. 
BACS transfer to: Account Name: RMPA NI Branch 
Sort Code: 95-03-61 
Account Number: 22745755 
Bank: Danske, 62-66 Bow Street, Lisburn, BT28 1YS 
Reference: Your Name + 40th Dinner. 
 

North Down Area Visit. 
 
On 3Rd April branch members and wives of NI Branch, paid a visit to our members living in the North 
Down area. The location was the Wolseley Bar, Bangor. 
 

mailto:alangofficer@gmail.com
mailto:mistressjones@btopenworld.com
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L-R Gerry McGrath, Dave McCracken, Paul Jones, Cyril Kenny, and Alan Officer. 
Also, in attendance were Jim & Mary Walker, Graeme & Alison Woodcock, Ray Spence, Sean Brown, 
Kevin Walsh, John Winstanley & Alan Wilson. Who were we presumed busy at the bar. 
 

Contact The Trustees. 
 

Name Position E mail Branch 

Bob Potts Chair potts8@me.com 
chair@rmpa.org.uk  
 

Derby 
Tel. 07931 723206 

Sean Taylor Vice Chair seanetaylor3130@gmail.com. 
vice.chair@rmpa.org.uk 
 

London 

Peter Vorberg Secretary secretary@rmpa.org.uk 
 

London 

Taff Pickering Treasurer rmpatreasurer7@gmail.com 
treasurer@rmpa.org.uk 
 

SIB 

Jimmy Walker Trustee Jimmywalk86@hotmail.co.uk 
trustee.NI@rmpa.org.uk 
 

NI 

Steve McManus Trustee bluebear21@btinternet.com 
trustee.wales@rmpa.org.uk 
 

Wales  

Stuart Riley Trustee Stuart.riley@rmpa.org.uk 
 

Solent 

Irene Furlong Trustee I_furlong2005@hotmail.com 
trustee.scotland@rmpa.org.uk 
 

Scotland 

Martin Jones Trustee 
Assistant 
Treasurer 

Chrisandmartin44@gmail.com. 

 
 
 

 

John Alecock Senior Serving 
Rep 

Via the National Secretary. 
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RMPA Diary of Forthcoming Events that may be of interest. 2025 / 2026. 
If you are Hosting or organising an event that you wish to add please send details to Bob Potts  

potts8@me.com 
 

Date / Time Event Location Further Information 

2025  
05 May 25 W/Yorks Branch. 

Canal Cruise. 
Celebrate VE Day. 

Skipton. W/Yorks James.nylan@icloud.com.  

 

10 May 25 SIB Branch. AGM 
and Dinner 

Rugby secretary@rmpasib>co.uk. 

31 May 25 The Major Generals 
Review. Trooping 

London www.kbp.army.mod.uk for further 
information. 

03 June 25 RHC.  
Governors Review 

Royal Hospital 
Chelsea. 

chair@rmpa.org.uk 
Via RMPA Website. For ticket allocation. 

05 June 25 RHC Founders Day 
Parade. 

Royal Hospital 
Chelsea 

By invite only from individual In 
Pensioners. 

07 Jun 25 RMP Memorial 
Parade 

NMA RHQ RMP 
Potts8@me.com  

07 Jun 25 The Colonels Review 
Trooping 

London www.kbp.army.mod.uk for further 
information. 

14 Jun 25 Trooping the Colour London www.kbp.army.mod.uk for further 
information. 

28 June 25 DATR Open Day Melton Mowbray Sandy Low. Sandy.low57@gmail.com.  

Mounted Troop Branch 
05 Jul 25 West Yorkshire 

Annual Dinner 
Guidepost Hotel. 
Bradford. 

James.nylan@icloud.com.  

 
08 Jul 25 AGC Memorial 

Parade 
NMA chair@rmpa.org.uk 

potts8@me.com  
23 Aug 25 RMPA NI  

40th Anniversary 
Dinner. 

NI alangofficer@gmail.com. 

24 Aug 25 Cyprus Emergency 
Memorial Service 

NMA Details to follow. 

13 Sep 25 NIVA Parade NMA potts8@me.com.  
3 – 5 Oct 25 Rats Reunion Bromsgrove moffatandy29@gmail.com 
18 Oct 25 Scotland Branch 

Dinner 
Old Waverly Hotel 
Edinburgh. 

Full details after May Meeting. 

18 Oct 25 NE Branch Dinner Newcastle rayw361@googlemail.com 
06 Nov 25 Opening of the 

Garden of 
Remembrance. 

Westminster 
Abbey. 

Peter Vorberg will be the RMPA lead for 
this event. 
secretary@rmpa.org.uk  

08 Nov 25 RMP MPS Memorial 
service 

Westminster 
Abbey 

potts8@me.com.  
chair@rmpa.org.uk 

09 Nov 25 RBL Remembrance 
Parade and Muster 

Cenotaph. potts8@me.com. 
chair@rmpa.org.uk 

2026 

Feb 26 Tower Of London 
Parade 

Tower Of London Vice.chair@rmpa.org  
Sean Taylor. 

Apr 26 RMPA AGM and 
Reunion 

Cardiff. Full details soon 

Jun 26 RMP Memorial 
Parade 

NMA  

mailto:potts8@me.com
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mailto:secretary@rmpasib%3eco.uk
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Jul 26 AGC Memorial 
Parade 

NMA  

Aug 26 Cyprus Veterans  NMA  
Sep 26 NIVA Parade NMA  
Nov 26 Remembrance 

Parades 
London  

    

 
RMP / RMPA Memorial Parade 07 June 2025. 
 
Introduction 
 

Every year, in June, the Royal Military Police (RMP) and its Association (RMPA) hold a parade at the 

National Memorial Arboretum (NMA) this event is held on the first Saturday of June. All serving 

members of the RMP regular and reservists, RMPA, and WRAC (Pro) veterans, together with their 

partners, are encouraged to attend. 

Outline of Events/Timings 

The day will be coordinated on behalf of, The Provost Marshal (Army) by the Provost Sergeant- 

Major (ProSM) and the Regt Sec. The outline of the day is as follows: 

Assembly. All personnel should assemble at the NMA no later than 1045 hrs. 

Parade. The format of the parade, including the Association’s National Standard and Branch 

Standards, will be dictated by attendance and coordinated by the ProSM. 

Act of Remembrance. A short Act of Remembrance will be held at the RMP plot within the NMA. The 

service will be led by the Rev David Roche, during which wreaths will be laid.  

Dress: 

Serving Personnel as directed by the ProSM. 
 

Veterans (Less Bikers). Dark-suit or blazer and grey trousers, wearing medals and scarlet beret. Or 

whatever you feel comfortable in. 

Ladies. As appropriate, but as the NMA is often very wet, consideration to footwear should be given.  

Time Location Event Remarks 

1000hrs National Memorial Arboretum 
Croxall Rd, Alrewas. 
Staffordshire 
DDE13 7AR 

NMA opens for Visitors. It is advisable to pre book 
parking via the NMA website. 
www.thenma.org.uk 
Pre- b o o k e d  parking is 
£5 per vehicle for the day. 
Pay on the day parking £8 per 
vehicle for the day. 
Entrance to the NMA is free. 

1000hrs 
1045hrs 

Main Reception/ Cafeteria NMA Assembly meet and greet. Refreshments at own 

expense. 

1100hrs Millennium Chapel NMA A daily remembrance service 
is held at the NMA, for those. 
wishing to attend. 

Details available from the 
NMA reception desk. 

1130hrs Millennium Way Parade Forms up:  
Serving Personnel 

National and Branch 

Standards 
Veterans. 
Biking Contingent. 

Co-ordinated by the ProSM 

1145hrs Millennium Way Parade marches to the RMP. 
Plot. 

Salute taken by PM(A) or 

nominated representative. 

http://www.thenma.org.uk/


 

 

1200hrs RMP Plot Service Act of 
Remembrance. 
Wreaths will be laid 
during the service. 

Led by 
Rev David Roche. Wreath 
laying under the direction of 
the Regimental 

Secretary. 

1300hrs RBL Club 
Rykneld St 
Alrewas 

DE13 7AX 

Buffet Lunch for those 
who have pre 
booked. All are 
welcome to attend for 
drinks and lamp 
swinging. 

Co – ordinated by Derby 
Branch RMPA. Requests for 
attendance, £10 per person. 

potts8@me.com. 

 

The Royal Military Police Association Derby Branch Luncheon – Saturday 07 

June 2025 at 1300 Hours 

Following the RMP/RMPA Annual Memorial Service and Parade at National Memorial Arboretum, on 

07 June 2025, Derby Branch RMPA will be hosting its Luncheon at The Royal British Legion Club, 

Rykneld Street, Alrewas, DE13 7AX. The club has a full range of drinks at the bar, at favorable prices 

and car parking is available. It is located approximately 5 minutes’ drive from the NMA. 

A buffet lunch will be served at a cost of £10.00 a head.  

Members and their guests who wish to attend the luncheon should complete the attached pro-forma 

and return it by email too. potts8@me.com. Or by post if paying by cheque to: 

Bob Potts,  
24 Saxon Grove, Willington, Derbyshire, DE65 6YD. 
Should you require any further information regarding RMPA attendance at this event please contact Bob 
Potts by whatever means you like. 
 

ROYAL MILITARY POLICE ASSOCIATION DERBY BRANCH 

ANNUAL LUNCHEON – SATURDAY 07 JUNE 2025 

We wish to attend the above event. 

Name.  

Guests. 

 
Please indicate any special dietary requirements  

 
 

Payment by BACS / Cheque Enclosed (Delete as required) 
 

Complete and return pro-forma with your remittance, £10.00 per person attending. Should you require 

receipt, please include either an email address or mobile phone number.  

Cheques should be made payable to RMPA Derby Branch. 

If, however, you wish to pay by bank transfer. (Preferred Method) 

Nat West Bank. 

Royal Military Police Association Derby Branch. 

Sort Code. 60 -12 – 01. Account No. 18840965 .Ref. Your Name. 
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Invitation to attend the AGC Commemorative Service on Tues 08 July 25. 

The annual Adjutant General’s Corps Commemorative Service will be held at the National Memorial 

Arboretum on Tue 8 Jul 25, commencing at 1145hrs. The event will comprise of a Service of 

Commemoration at the AGC plot followed by an afternoon tea. It would be appreciated if branch 

standard bearers could let me know of their availability. Should you require any further information or 

assistance please give me a shout. Branch Standard bearers attending please note briefing time of 

1050hrs. 

Standard Bearers. 

RMPA Standard bearers attending the event should notify Bob Potts at. potts8@me.com. In order that 
arrangements can be made for the reimbursement of travel and parking charges for attending. 

 
National Memorial Arboretum 
 

 
 
On VE Day, Thursday 8 May, join us as the Royal British Legion hosts a special Commemorative 
Service and VE Day Tea Party within the grounds of the Arboretum. 
The VE Day Service will take place at 4pm on the Naval Review at the Arboretum and will also be 
streamed live onto a large screen in Heroes’ Square. 
Throughout the day and before the service, you can enjoy a live programme of 1940s era music in 
Heroes' Square and experience our ‘VE Day Street Party at Cherry Tree Road’ immersive exhibition 
where the bunting is up, and the table has been set for a street party. 
You’ll also be able to explore three further free exhibitions that honour the service, sacrifice, lives, and 
legacy of those who served during the Second World War or join one of our VE Day or VJ Day guided 
walks around many of the memorials connected to the events of that year. 
Prior to the service, RBL will be welcoming eligible veterans and their families to a private VE Day Tea 
Party. Registrations to join RBL’s 80th anniversary events will be open on their website until 7 April.  
We expect to be very busy on VE Day, so we strongly recommend booking your parking in advance to 
guarantee entry. Visit our website to book your free visit and to find out more about the VE Day service. 
 
The bunting is up, and the table has been set….get ready for a VE Day street party at Cherry Tree 
Road!  
From 3 May you’ll be able to revisit the lives of Mr and Mrs Ball and the other residents of Cherry Tree 
Road as they get ready to celebrate together on VE Day in a new exhibition at the Arboretum.  
‘VE Day street party at Cherry Tree Road’ evokes the spirit of Britain on 8 May 1945 as families, friends 
and neighbours came together to celebrate the end of the Second World War in Europe.  
Whilst VE Day was a joyous occasion for many, it was also bittersweet as hundreds of thousands of 
British, Commonwealth and Allied Armed Forces personnel were still involved in fighting in the Far East.  
Real life memories and interesting facts are used throughout the exhibition to paint a vivid picture of the 
mixed emotions experienced at the time.  

mailto:potts8@me.com
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The exhibition is part of ‘The Year was 1945…’, the Arboretum’s year-long programme commemorating 
80 years since the end of the Second World War, first in Europe and then in the Far East.  
You can join us at the Arboretum on 3-5 May for a weekend of free VE Day anniversary celebrations 
as we come together through music, storytelling, exhibitions and family-friendly activities. 
#TheYearWas1945 #VE80  
 

Branch Contacts. 

You will notice that we do not have a contact for some branches or areas. If you would like details on  
becoming an area, contact or resurrecting a branch, please contact myself or Stewart the National 
Secretary. If I have made any mistakes, please let me know and I will correct them. 
 

Area Contact Method / Status 
3 Shires Andrew Wayland Andrew.wayland@sky.com.  

Active 

Aldershot. Name change 
coming soon. 

Chris Martin cchmRMP@outlook.com.  
Area Contact 

Birmingham Central Trevor Bassett Trevor.bassett@btopenworld.com. 
Active  

Black Country  Suspended 

Bristol   

Buckinghamshire   

Cheshire & North Wales George Woodall gowoodall35@gmail.com. 

Active 

Colchester Dave Howard dnh595@gmail.com 
Active 

Coventry & Warwickshire Julian Grubb Julian.grubb1@btinternet.com  
Active 

Cyprus   

Derby Kathryn Potts kathryn.potts@me.com.  
Active 

Dorset   

East Sussex Derek Mead derek-mead@sky.com.  
Active 

Fenland & District  Suspended 

Gloucester   

Hertfordshire & Essex Ernest Large Ernest.large82@gmail.com  
Active 

Hull & East Riding Pete Watson hullrmpa@gmail.com.  
Active 

Isle of Man   

Isle Of Wight John Dugdale johndugdale306@btinternet.com.  
Active 

Kent Jonathon Webb jonathanandliz@btinternet.com.  
Active 

London Sean Taylor seantaylor3130@gmail.com.  
Active 

Manchester John Tasker John.tasker@gmail.com  
Active 

Merseyside Chris Broadley icb@talktalk.net  

Mounted Troop Sandy Low Sandy.low57@gmail.com.  
Active 

MPLEMC Stuart Hamilton secretary.mplemc@gmail.com.  
Active 

North America Don Hood dhood8866@gmail.com  
North East Bob Hodgson bobhrmpa@mail.com  

Active 

North Yorkshire   
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Northern Ireland Jimmy Walker Jimmywalk86@hotmail.co.uk.  
Active 

Norwich Breakfast Club Liz Tyler Contact only no branch. 
Republic of Ireland   

Salisbury Plain John Baber johnbaber@hotmail.co.uk  
Active 

Scotland Andy Robertson rmpascotland@gmail.com.  
Active 

Solent Bob Eggelton roberteggelton@btinternet.com.  
Active 

South Wales Kath Jennings secretary@rmpasouthwales.org.uk  
Active 

South Yorkshire  Suspended 

Special Investigation Branch Phil Ellis secretary@rmpasib>co.uk.  
Active 

Taunton Stewart Leach rmpataunton@yahoo.com.  
Active 

West Sussex Bill Watkins we.watkins@btopenworld.com.  
Active 

West Yorkshire Jim Nylan James.nylan@icloud.com.  
Active 

Western Australia Eric Heath Eric.heath@bigpond.com  
Active 

WRAC Provost Kath Potts Contact for info only. Will feed into 
Facebook Page. 

   

 
RMPA Scotland. 
 
Social event at Bavaria Brauhaus, 30 Bothwell Street, Glasgow on 12th April 2025. Enjoying a selection 
of Munich’s finest beers in a convivial atmosphere giving everyone the opportunity to catch up with 
fellow members and make new connections. We came together for an afternoon of camaraderie and 
fun. 

 

left to right. 
Fiona Stones, Fraser Stones, Andy Robertson, Dave Millar, Scott Warburton, Martin Broom, Chas 
Limond, Karen Stokoe, and Mila Leslie.  
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RMPA Attendance at the Cenotaph Parade 09 Nov 25. 
 
The RBL Remembrance Parade & Muster will take place on Sunday 9th Nov 2025. The RMPA generally 
receives 70 tickets, and we shall receive confirmation on numbers sometime in June.  
The Association has already received 50 applications to take part this year, and we need individuals 
interested in attending to register their interest. We have created an online registration form on the new 
RMPA.Org.UK website, on the Calendar of events page.  
Alternatively use the following link: 
https://rmpa.org.uk/cenotaph-registration/ or request an application form from Bob Potts. No one 
should feel excluded from attending this event. 
 

Nomination Procedure for an RMPA Certificate of Merit. 

Should a branch member or someone associated with the branch be recognised by the Association? 

Consider nominating them for an RMPA, certificate of merit. Full details are in the RMPA Branch Rules 

and procedures which should be held by your Branch Secretary. If they are not, please ask the National 

Secretary to forward you a copy. 

RMP Journal 
 
The RMP Journal is published three times a year (April, August, and December) and is packed with a 

diverse range of interesting articles. A full-colour publication, it is available in print form and online. 

However, I am amazed how few former RMP subscribe to the Journal - less than 450 from a potential 

readership of 20K - when it only costs £15 per year (and even less if one subscribes to the on-line 

version.) The RMP Journal keeps everyone up to date and lets people know of forthcoming regimental 

and Association events too and if more took it, then they would certainly be far better informed. If you 

wish to subscribe for a print edition, email Clare Kelly-White at pa@rhqrmp.org  

 

Obituary Notices. 

Obituary notices may be submitted for inclusion in the RMP Journal, for those who have passed away 

of any rank - and not just officers. The determining factor being quite simply those who have someone 

that is prepared to take the time and trouble to write such a personal notice which must be detailed, 

accurate and have the approval of the family of the deceased, ideally with photograph. Stuart McLean 

the editor of the RMP Journal makes the following comment. “I have received no obituary notices from 

the friends and family of former non-commissioned ranks. I wish to make it clear that I would welcome 

such notices and would include them in the Journal - but I don't receive any. I know that there is a 

misconception that Obituaries are only for Officers,  but I would like it known that this is not the case for 

the RMP Journal. If you take the time to write it, I will print it. 

 

Mike Hewitt Passes on Greetings.  

Mike Hewitt passes on the following information. “I am in London at the 
moment and just had Dinner with a very good friend of mine from the USA. 
He was a US Army MP exchange Officer in Rochester Row but is now 
Working and Living in London employed by Brinks. His name is Jesse D 
Galvan PhD. Captain Galvan was the USA Exchange officer attached to 
Lon Dist Pro Coy RMP.”  He would like to be remembered to anyone that 
remembers him from his time attached to the RMP. Jesse is hoping to 
march with the RMPA contingent at the Cenotaph this year. 
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Annual Charity Commission Return. 

This is our formal notification to you all that we have  submitted on your behalf the required annual 

return for the charity for the period Jan to Dec 2024, this was submitted within the statutory period. In 

brief it shows: 

That we conducted our business across the world 

That we expended nothing overseas directly,  but had we done we would have used the correct banking 

systems to do so. 

That we had 1 volunteer – Stewart Leach 

That none of the Trustees received any income other than expenses from the Charity. 

Should you require any clarification or further information please contact myself or Peter Vorberg the 

National Secretary. 

Chelsea Pensioners 
 
Royal Hospital Chelsea In-Pensioners—Brendan Laffan QGM, David ‘Scouse’ Godwin, David Higgins, 
and Stuart Rogers at Southwick Park. 
 

 
 

 

 
Compiled by Bob Potts 

potts8@me.com 
chair@rmpa.org.uk. 

07931 723206 
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