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Newsletter

This is your newsletter. | can only include what you send me, so please send a short narrative and
photographs of any interesting or even boring events. This newsletter goes out to members who may
not use social media, so it is the ideal way to show them what the Association is up to. Can | ask that
if you are submitting photographs, please include names if possible.

Photographs.

All of the photographs in this Newsletter and more are available to view by branch and function on the
RMPA website. www.rmpa.org.uk. The website is full of up-to-date information relating to all RMPA
matters. If you have any problems accessing the site, please contact myself or Peter.

Thank you.

By the time you read this Newsletter, | will have been a Trustee of the Association for 10 years, the last
4 in the position of National Chair and will be within weeks of handing over to whoever is elected at the
AGM in Cardiff to succeed me. This year for the first time you will be able to vote for your preferred
candidate on line or in person at the AGM. (But not both!!) Details of how to register to vote on line can
be found at, www.rmpa.org.uk.

Whoever you choose, | ask that you please give them the same level of support and guidance that you
have shown me during my tenure. Finally, | thank each and every one of you for your support over the
past 10 years it has been welcomed and appreciated, the Association can only be successful if we all
work together with a common aim.

Stuart Reilly Alex Flach


http://www.rmpa.org.uk/
http://www.rmpa.org.uk/

I Military Police Brigade.

156 Provost Company, 3rd Regiment Royal Military Police practised entering and clearing buildings at
the state-of-the-art Urban Training Facility at Merville Barracks, Colchester. The centre features
moveable walls, interactive smoke, light, and sound effects, as well as a video monitoring system for
performance review.

The training was to ensure the Redcaps’ readiness to deploy with 16 Air Assault Brigade, which is kept
at very high readiness to respond to global crises. Such operations - where troops could find themselves
operating in hostile territory with limited reinforcement and resupply - demand soldiers on top of their
specialisms, but also with the skills, initiative, and flexibility to adapt to the needs of the mission.

The core military police skills that Colchester-based 156 Pro Coy contribute to 16 Air Assault Bde are
close protection, detainee handling, evidence gathering, and route reconnaissance and signing.
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Ministerial Visit To MCTC

Louise Sandher-Jones MP, Minister for Veterans and People, visited MCTC, where she was introduced
to the organisation and its vital role within the Service Justice System. She gained valuable insight into
the detention function, with a particular focus on the outstanding work carried out by the MPS Regiment
in rehabilitating service personnel.




Adjutant Generals Corps.

A ground breaking moment in the history of the AGC(SPS).

Congratulations to SSgt Rasin Tamang, newly appointed as the first AGC (SPS) Company Sergeant
Major at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst. Demonstrating professionalism, leadership,
unwavering standards and setting the example to those around him. Wishing him every success in the
role.

= Major at the Royal
L Military Rcademy

Sandhurst

How far have we come for the better.

Every rank, from Recruit to Four Star General, is now held by a servicewoman. This achievement not
only strengthens our capability but reflects the society we defend.

INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S DAY

'AT EVERY RANK..




The AGC Association

is delighted to invite veterans from the Corps and our antecedent Corps to a Heritage & Veteran event
at Worthy Down during the Triple Crown Challenge on Wed 13 May 26. The Heritage & Veterans event
will include:

1. A trip down memory lane around the site conducting the Worthy Down Audio and Visual
heritage tour.
2. Ajoint AGC and RMP Museum heritage stand displaying the Corps history, heritage, artefacts,
vehicles, and equipment.
A hot buffet lunch for all veterans.
An opportunity to meet and socialise with serving personnel from across the AGC.
Support the teams competing in the AGC military skills competition.
6. See and meet the AGC sports teams and stands.
When and Where is it?
Timings are expected to be 0945 — 1445 on Wed 13 May 26 and the event will be held in the vicinity of
the Cricket Pitch at Worthy Down, Winchester, Hampshire, SO21 2RG.
Will it cost me anything?
No. The event is free of charge to attend but you will be responsible for your own travel and
accommodation if required.
Who can attend?
This event is for veterans of the AGC, veterans of AGC Branches (the RMP Association, MPS
Association and RAEC & ETS Association) veterans of the antecedent Corps (RAPC, RAEC, ALC) and
those who served in the WRAC in; clerical & administrative, provost and policing education & training,
and welfare roles. Additional guests are not invited to attend but those with mobility issues may bring a
guest/carer if required.
Will there be any food and refreshments?
Yes - Refreshments and a hot buffet lunch will be provided by the AGC Association, free of charge.
There will also be lots of other food and drink stands available on site. Alcohol is not permitted.
When will my attendance be confirmed?
Attendance will be capped at 100 veterans. Successful applicants will be confirmed via email NLT Fri
27 Apr 26.
| have a question....Email the Association: rhqagc@gmail.com.
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RMP Journal

The RMP Journal is published three times a year (April, August, and December) and is packed with a
diverse range of interesting articles. A full-colour publication, it is available in print form and online.
However, | am amazed how few former RMP subscribe to the Journal - less than 450 from a potential
readership of 20K - when it only costs £15 per year (and even less if one subscribes to the on-line
version.) The RMP Journal keeps everyone up to date and lets people know of forthcoming regimental
and Association events too and if more took it, then they would certainly be far better informed. If you
wish to subscribe for a print edition, email Clare Kelly-White at pa@rhgrmp.org

Contact The Trustees.

Name Position E mail Branch

Bob Potts Chair potts8@me.com Derby
chair@rmpa.org.uk Tel. 07931 723206

Sean Taylor Vice Chair seanetaylor3130@gmail.com. | London
vice.chair@rmpa.org.uk

Peter Vorberg Secretary secretary@rmpa.org.uk London

Taff Pickering Treasurer rmpatreasurer?7 @gmail.com SIB
treasurer@rmpa.org.uk

Jimmy Walker Trustee trustee.NI@rmpa.org.uk NI
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Steve McManus Trustee bluebear21@btinternet.com Wales
trustee.wales@rmpa.org.uk

Stuart Reilly Trustee Stuart.reilly@rmpa.org.uk Solent

Irene Furlong Trustee |_furlong2005@hotmail.com Scotland

trustee.scotland@rmpa.org.uk

John Alecock

Rep

Senior Serving

Via the National Secretary.

RMPA Diary of Forthcoming Events that may be of interest. 2026/2027

Date / Time | Event | Location | Further Information
2026
24 — 26 Apr | RMPA AGM and Cardiff. Secretary.southwales@rmpa.org.uk.
26 Reunion
13 May 26 AGC Triple Crown Worthey Down rhgagc@gmail.com.
Challenge
30 May 26 SIB Dinner Holiday Inn. secretary@rmpasib.co.uk
Rugby entertainments@rmpasib.co.uk
30 May 26 Maj Gen Review Horse Guards kbp.army.mod.uk
06 Jun 26 Col Review Horse Guard kbp.army.mod.uk
06Jun 26 MPLEMC Gathering | NMA Secretary. MPLEMC@RMPA .org.uk.
11 Jun 26 80t Anniversary Southwick Park secretary@rmpa.org.uk
13 Jun 26 Trooping The Colour | Horse Guards kbp.army.mod.uk
04 Jul 26 West Yorkshire Bradford Secretary.WestYorkshire @RMPA.org.uk
Dinner
07 Jul 26 AGC Memorial NMA RHQ AGC
Parade
02 Aug 26 RHC Parade Chelsea London secretary@rmpa.org.uk
12 Sep 26 NIVA Parade NMA secretary@rmpa.org.uk
19 Sep 26 Hull & East Riding Hull Secretary.HullAndEastRiding@RMPA.org.uk
Dinner Night
9-11 Oct Rats Reunion Bromsgrove Hotel | Moffatandy29@gmail.com
Birmingham.
17 Oct 26 Scotland Dinner Edinburgh Secretary.Scotland@RMPA.org.uk
05 Nov 26 Opening Garden Of Westminster secretary@rmpa.org.uk
Remembrance Abbey
06 Nov 26 Informal Gathering Civil Services vice.chair@rmpa.org.uk
Pre Remembrance Club London
07 Nov 26 RMP / MPS Memorial | Westminster secretary@rmpa.org.uk
Parade. Abbey Garden of | RHQ RMP
Remembrance.
8 Nov 26 Remembrance London secretary@rmpa.org.uk
Parades Stuart.reilly@rmpa.org.uk
2027
Feb 27 Tower Of London London Dates and Timings TBC
Parade
Apr 27 RMPA AGM and Isle of Wight Dates TBC

Reunion
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05 Jun 27 RMP Memorial NMA secretary@rmpa.org.uk
Service

Jul 27 AGC Memorial NMA Date TBC
Parade

Sep 27 NI Vets Parade NMA secretary@rmpa.org.uk

04 Nov 27 Opening Garden Of Westminster secretary@rmpa.org.uk
Remembrance Abbey

05 Nov 27 Informal Gathering Civil Services
Pre Remembrance Club London

06 Nov 27 RMP / MPS Memorial | Westminster secretary@rmpa.org.uk
Parade. Abbey Garden of | RHQ RMP

Remembrance.

07 Nov 27 Remembrance London secretary@rmpa.org.uk

Parades Stuart.reilly@rmpa.org.uk

RMPA SIB Branch Dinner — Saturday 30th May 2026.

From Donna Longhurst MBE. Entertainments Member RMPA SIB Branch. On behalf of the
President and Committee | have the pleasure to advise you that the annual RMPA SIB Branch dinner
will take place on Saturday 30th May 2026.

Returning to the Holiday Inn Hotel Rugby — Northampton, M1, Junction 18, Crick, NN6 7XR where there
is ample free parking and Ev chargers at the hotel.

It has been confirmed that Brig Kris Rotchell, Provost Marshall Serious Crime will be our guest of
honour.

RMP Funeral Packs

Just to advise that the RMPA has put together a number of funeral packs that will be sent out on request
to Funeral Directors. Similar packs will also be available through RHQ.

Donations to the Association in Memory of or in Tribute to.

Often, We are approached by undertakers and families alike about how and to whom people may
donate in memory of or tribute to a deceased former Corps member.

Our stock answer has been up until today — that the funeral director should gather in donations in our
name and submit either a cheque or Bacs payment to us. As of now any such request to any branch or
official can be answered by sharing the link to the Much-Loved online tribute and donation service by
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following this link www.muchloved.com Now we are registered anyone may go to that site and donate
in our name assured that donations will come straight to us, and appropriate Gift Aid will be processed
by HMRC direct.

Our charity is now registered, and any individual or funeral director may process donations to us.

Branch Contacts.

If you would like details on becoming an area contact or resurrecting a branch, please contact myself
or Peter, the National Secretary

Contact list, New Standard Branch email addresses.

3 Shires

Andrew Wayland

Chairman.3Shires@RMPA.org.uk

Birmingham Central

Trevor Bassett

Secretary.BirminghamCentral @R
MPA.org.uk

Cheshire And North Wales

Tom Jones

Secretary.CheshireAndNorthWale
s@RMPA.org.uk

Colchester & East Anglia

Dave Howard

Secretary.Colchester@RMPA.org.
uk

Coventry And Warwickshire

Julian Grubb

Chairman.CoventryAndWarwickshi
re@RMPA.org.uk

Close Protection Branch

Marcus Turnbull

Secretary.CloseProtection@RMP
A.Orq.UK

Derby

Kathryn Potts

Secretary.Derby@RMPA.org.uk

East Sussex

Derek Mead

Chairman.EastSussex@RMPA.or
g.uk

Hertfordshire And Essex

Ernest Large

Chairman.HertfordshireAndEssex
@RMPA.org.uk

Hull And East Riding

Pete Watson

Secretary.HullAndEastRiding@RM
PA.org.uk

Isle Of Wight John Dugdale Chairman.IsleOfWight@RMPA.org
.uk

Kent Jonathon Webb Secretary.Kent@RMPA.org.uk

London Sean Taylor Secretary.London@RMPA.org.uk

Manchester Gary Joynes Secretary.Manchester@RMPA.org
.uk

Mounted Troop Sandy Low Chairman. Mounted

Troop@RMPA.org.uk

MPLEMC

Bris Lightower

Secretary. MPLEMC@RMPA.org.u
k

North America

Bill Drummond

Chairman.NorthAmerica@RMPA.o
rg.uk

North East

Bob Hodgson

Chairman.NorthEast@RMPA.org.
uk

Northern Ireland Jimmy Walker Secretary.Northernlreland@RMPA
.org.uk

North Hampshire & Surrey Chris Martin Chairman.NorthHampshireandSurr
ey@RMPA.org.uk

Salisbury Plain John Baber Secretary.SalisburyPlain@RM

PA.org.uk

Scotland

Andy Robertson

Secretary.Scotland@RMPA.or
g.uk

Special Investigation Branch

Phil Ellis

Secretary.SIB@RMPA.org.uk

Solent Bob Eggelton Secretary.Solent@RMPA.org.u
k

South Wales Kath Jennings Secretary.SouthWales@RMPA
.org.uk

Taunton Stewart Leach Secretary. Taunton@RMPA.org

.uk
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Western Australia Matt Edmunds Secretary.WesternAustralia@R
MPA.org.uk

West Sussex Bill Watkins Secretary.WestSussex@RMP
A.org.uk

West Yorkshire James Nylan Secretary.WestYorkshire@RM
PA.org.uk

Republic of Ireland Ollie Doyle Secretary. ROI@RMPA.org.uk

Annual Reunion Weekend and Drumhead Service, 24-26 April 2026 — Cardiff.

In just a little less than a month we will be gathering in Cardiff for the 80th Anniversary Reunion Dinner
and Drumhead Service. We still have a limited number of places left for the Dinner Night on Saturday
25th April. If you would like further information, please email: trustee.wales@rmpa.org.uk

Cardiff 2026

e

trustee.wales@rmpa.org.lfjk

NI Branch.

Taff Jones here in NI. RMPA NI have a tradition whereby when, sadly, a member passes on, after a
suitable period of time we present his widow or partner with a bouquet in his memory. Recently, | had
the honour to present Mrs Eileen Walker, the widow of our long-standing chairman of 40 plus years
Tanky, with a bouquet during a surprise visit to her son's home. Unfortunately, no group photo but also
present was Graeme and Alison Woodcock, Jim and Mary Walker, Graham Chipperfield, Ray Spence,
Alan Officer, son David and wife Grace and daughter Karen. We enjoyed tea and cakes and a stroll
around the lake Tanky had helped to build.

RIP old pal.

Three Scottish Soldiers

Taff Jones and Alan Officer RMPA NI, pay their respects at the roadside shrine to the three RHF
soldiers murdered by the IRA in 1971 at White Brae, Legoniel, North Belfast. A moving RBL service in
a bitterly cold wind was followed by the laying of wreaths and the last post. Two of the soldiers were
brothers. May they Rest in Peace.
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Ride to The Wall 2026.

Each year on the first Saturday in October, thousands of motorcyclists make their annual pilgrimage to
the Armed Forces Memorial at the Arboretum to pay tribute to those who can 'no longer ride by our
side'.

To date, £1.9 m has been raised through RTTW'’s activities, helping to care for the Nation’s year-round
place to remember, and to ensure that the baton of Remembrance can be passed on to future
generations.

Listen out for the sound of motorcycles returning to the Arboretum on 3 October when they will welcome
RTTW 2026. | am sure that our own motorcyclists will be a part of this event.

Rats Reunion 2026 Fri 09 Oct - Sun 11 Oct 2026

The above event will be held at the Bromsgrove Hotel, Birmingham Rd, B61 0JB. Further information
can be obtained from: Moffatandy29@gmail.com All other details available on the Rats Reunion
Facebook page.

From Stu Reilly, RMPA Lead for the Cenotaph Parade 2026.

As you may know, | have taken over as the RMPA lead for this year's Remembrance activities in
London from Bob Potts. Out lined below are the arrangements as known at present. | will keep you all
updated via our social media pages and our web site when further details are known.

The opening of the Royal British Legion (RBL) Field of Remembrance
05 November 2026

Westminster Abbey, to be opened by His Majesty The King or His representative. This event is being
coordinated by Peter Vorberg, the Association’s National Secretary. This is a ticketed event.

Remembrance Weekend Pre-Event Drinks Friday 06 Nov 26

For those attending Remembrance Events in the Capital this year, London Branch of the RMPA are
looking at hosting welcome drinks on the Friday evening. All are welcome if you are in London for the
weekend, either attending the Field of Remembrance Service at Westminster Abbey on the Saturday
morning or participating in the RBL Cenotaph Parade on the Sunday. Come and join us for a social
gathering all are welcome. Further details to follow.

RMP /| MPS Memorial Service Saturday 07 November 2026.

Attendance at this event is open to all serving or retired members and their families, tickets are not
required, and the service begins at 1200hrs. It is recommended that you arrive at Westminster Abbey
by 1130hrs in order for any security checks to be completed. Afterwards attendees normally gather at
the Westminster Arms for lamp swinging and reunion type chat.
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RMPA Attendance at the Cenotaph Parade 08 Nov 2026.

The RBL Remembrance Parade & Muster will take place on Sunday 8th Nov 2026. The RMPA generally
receives 70 tickets, and we shall receive confirmation on numbers sometime in June.

The Association has already received 10 applications to take part this year, and we need individuals
interested in attending to register their interest. We have created an online registration form on the
rmpa.orqg.uk website, on the Calendar of events page.

Alternatively use the following link:

https://[rmpa.org.uk/cenotaph-registration/ or request an application form from Stu Reilly.
Stu.reilly@rmpa.org.uk. No one should feel excluded from attending this event if you are experiencing
any problems registering, please contact me directly.

Denis Murphy.

Alternatively, Denis puts out the following information.

Calling all ex JTR Rhyl.

A contingent of JTR Rhyl veterans will again be marching at the Cenotaph parade in London this year.
If you fancy joining us for a catch up, a few beers and the parade, please visit the JTR Rhyl Facebook
page and put your name down. Look forward to seeing you.

RMP Commemoration Event 11 June 2026.

This year we celebrate two significant events, the 100th Anniversary of the amalgamation of the
Mounted Military Police and the Military Foot Police to form the Corps of Military Police, and the 80th
Anniversary of the granting of the Royal Prefix by GVIR.
To commemorate these events there will be an event held at Southwick Park on the 11th of June 2026,
to commemorate the heritage of the Royal Military Police. The intent is to recognise Duty, Honour, and
Service - past, present, and future, bringing together representation from across the entire RMP
community, strengthening the collective understanding of our heritage, identity and maintaining our
esprit de corps.
The event will be attended by Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Gloucester KG GCVO the AGC
Colonel in Chief and include the unveiling of a commissioned portrait of her to celebrate Her Royal
Highness'’s 80th birthday.
The initial outline of events for the day will include:
1. Parade
2. Church Service, which will include the install of a consecrated plaque in memory of Duncan
Chappel that came from a memorial in Northern Ireland *
3. RMP Time Tunnel & Displays
a. CMP Historical Display
b. Current RMP current capability displays
i. 1 RMP and 3 RMP
ii. Spec Ops Regt
iii. Land Intelligence Fusion Centre (LIFC)
iv. DSPS
v. DSCU
1. RMP Museum & Burden Gallery will be open
2. Commendation Presentations
3. Photograph with HRH and Portrait unveiling (Serving Members) *
4. High Tea with HRH. *
*Please note that certain activities on the day will have a restriction on numbers able to participate
due to venue capacity.
Event Location:
The event will take place at the Defence School of Policing and Security, Southwick Park, Nr
Fareham, Hampshire, PO17 6EJ.
Timings:
Timetable of event is still being produced; however, it is expected to start around 0930 — 1600 hrs
Dress
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Civilian Guests are required to wear appropriate attire suitable for a Royal visit.
Event Registration

All attendees will be required to pre-register on the following link:
https://rmpa.org.uk/southwick-park-commenorative-event.../

Thur 11th June 2026
Southwick Park
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Redcap bikers ride to the National Memorial Arboretum, Saturday 6 June 2026

As many of you are aware, traditionally the first Saturday in June represents the RMP memorial parade
at the NMA.

For many a year and the brain child and hard work of one person, as part of the parade, Redcap bikers
have turned up and paraded in our usual rabble style. What some may not realise is that hard work and
organisation by Shugie McVey ultimately led to the formation of the MPLEMC and subsequent new
RMPA branch

This year's RMP NMA event has been cancelled due to the anniversary celebrations, which is an event
being held at Southwick Park on 11 June 26.

This is an annual event that veteran or serving RMP to meet up and I'd guess this is the only time we
will have this opportunity

As the Arboretum is open daily to the public, I’'m proposing that we have a ride to the NMA and indulge
in a few brews, natter, and the opportunity to show our respects. There is no parade, no Army walking,
just a gathering around the RMP memorial. A wreath from the MPLEMC will be laid

In the past there has been some exceptions on Toll Road payments and also parking at the NMA, but
on this occasion as it is unofficial then you may be liable for parking etc. | don’t expect Ride to the Wall
numbers and I'm treating this like we turned up on the day.

Traditionally we have met up at

McDonalds,

Wall Island,

Lichfield

WS14 OQP

I’m recommending that we meet around 1000hrs for a departure time and quick briefing to arrive at the
NMA by around 1100 hrs. Timing can be slightly flexible as there are no working parts involved. This
gathering is open to anyone regardless of if you are a member of the MPLEMC or don’t even have a
bike

Andy (Hilton Nori)
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Head Road Captain
Military Police Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club (MPLEMC)

The King's Birthday Parade will be held on Saturday 13 June 2026 on Horse
Guards Parade

The Colour will be trooped by 1st Battalion Grenadier Guards. Applications into The King's Birthday
Parade ballot are now being accepted.

The online ballot will close at midday on Friday 27th March 2026. with successful entries being
selected and notified by 30th March 2026.

Standing and wheelchair tickets will be available to purchase from 30th March 2026. Tickets for
the Colonel's Review and the Major General's Review are now also released for sale.

Go to kbp.army.mod.uk to purchase tickets for the Reviews
or to enter the ballot for Trooping the Colour (The King's Birthday Parade)

There are two reviews prior to the King's Birthday Parade:

Major General James Bowder OBE, The General Officer Commanding London District and Major
General Commanding the Household Division, will take the salute at The Major General's Review on
Saturday 30th May 2026 and HM The Queen, Regimental Colonel Grenadier Guards, will take the
salute at The Colonel’'s Review on Saturday 6th June 2026.

Children must be in possession of a ticket. There are limited wheelchair spaces for all the parades.
Separate applications are required for this facility. No refund can be given if the events are cancelled
for reasons beyond the control of the organiser.

Dress Code:

The King's Birthday Parade: Morning Dress, Lounge Dress, Lounge Suit or Jacket and Trousers,
equivalent for the ladies (no denim). Military personnel may wear Ceremonial Day or other Service
equivalent.

Colonel's Review: Lounge Suit or Jacket and Trousers, equivalent for the ladies (no denim).
Major General's Review: Smart Casual (no denim).

Hats are optional but recommended in the case of hot weather.

Non-compliance with the dress code may result in refusal of entry. The processions can also be
viewed from The Mall. Events begin at approximately 10am.

National Chair Voting

Online voting for the new National Chair is underway with two prospective candidates, namely Stuart
Reilly and Alex Flach. To view their application information in support of their application please click
the link below.

RMPA Members can vote for their preferred candidate online or at the AGM. To vote online please
register to vote on the same link below.

https://rmpa.org.uk/rmpa-national-chair-candidates/
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Stuart Reilly Alex Flach

Kent Branch.

Alan Fairfax Would like to introduce to us all the newly elected Chair of Kent Branch (Sharon
McGeouch). Could this be the start of a new way of doing things ? Sharon on behalf of the wider RMPA
welcome.

Sharon McGeouch Chairman of Kent Branch RMPA.

Sharon was born in Farnborough, Kent, grew up in Mottingham Village, South East London, attended
Walsingham School for girls and joined 253 Provo. Coy. at Tulse Hill, London in 1984 because she
wanted to learn more about herself and put structure into her life. Sharon says, joining 253 RMP was
one of the best things | have achieved in my life. | learnt a lot about my strengths and weaknesses; it
gave my life direction and purpose. | met my husband whilst serving on operation Lionheart in 1984 and
we married in 1996 and have lived in Dartford for the last 31 years. | left 253 RMP as a Corporal in
1987. At the age of 39 | went to university and studied Psychology and Counselling for 5 years. Once
qualified | worked at Dartford Mental Health with the Adult Social Care Team for over 17 years, finally
retiring in March 2025. | now enjoy spending time with our grandchildren, attending veterans breakfast
clubs and veterans’ social events. We have also been known to have a few holidays both here in the
UK and overseas.

In 2023 | joined Kent Branch RMPA where my husband has been the Treasurer for a number of years.
| enjoyed the meetings, social outings, camaraderie, and in 2026 decided to stand for the position of
Chairman at the AGM. | cannot express how proud | was to be elected not just as Chairman, but the
first lady Chairman of the Branch. It is now my venture to take the Branch forward and, hopefully, attract
some more lady members.

Veterans Oyster photocard

You can get a Veterans Oyster photocard if you: Receive ongoing payments under the War Pensions

Scheme in your name. This includes widows, widowers, and dependants.

Receive Guaranteed Income Payment under the Armed Forces Compensation Scheme in your name.

This includes widows, widowers, and dependants.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/war-pension-scheme/war-pension-scheme-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/war-pension-scheme/war-pension-scheme-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/armed-forces-compensation/armed-forces-compensation-what-you-need-to-know

How to apply

You fill out an application form to apply for a Veterans Oyster photocard. Call them on 0343 222

1234 (call charges may apply) to get your form. They offer a call back service which works, and they

talk you through the application process.

Complete and return your form with:

A photocopy of your Awards Notification or annual uprating letter from Veterans UK or the Service
Personnel and Veterans Agency (dated in the last two years)

A passport-sized full-face photo including your head and shoulders. Don't wear anything that covers
your head unless worn for religious or medical reasons.

National Memorial Arboretum

Celebrate our 25th anniversary with us at the Arboretum during two unique days of FREE vibrant
performances, reflective moments and powerful storytelling on Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 May.

For 25 years our community has remembered, reflected, told stories, sung loudly, stood silently, made
memories, remembered lives lost and celebrated lives lived, together.

During our 25th Anniversary Weekend we'll celebrate the milestones, voices and experiences that have
shaped our story so far, whist creating new memories together.

Saturday 16 May — a day dedicated to honouring the stories of Armed Forces service shared through
the memorials around the Arboretum

Sunday 17 May - our partners will take to the stage to celebrate the community forged at the Arboretum
over more than 25 years

Over the weekend you'll enjoy performances from Black Voices, Sampad, community choirs, military
bands, Talent in the Ranks and Arboretum poet-in-residence Arji Manuelpillai.

Visit our website to find out how you can join in the celebrations during our year-long ‘25 Years of...’
programme of exhibitions, events, and activities at the National Memorial Arboretum.

Annual ‘NMA Friends Day’

It was wonderful to welcome and to thank our NMA friends and thank them for their incredibly kind
support this past year.

During the day we were able to share our plans for developing the Arboretum over the forthcoming
year, including how we’ll be marking 25 years since the Arboretum’s official opening.

We were also delighted to be joined by Commander David Childs CBE who joined us for a special 25th
Anniversary Q&A.

The NMA Friends Day is one of the many benefits of our membership scheme. For as little as £40 per
year, NMA Friends will receive free annual parking, an invitation to our annual NMA Friends preview
day and copies of our Friends publication The Memo.

Other levels of membership also offer discounts in the Shop, Restaurant and on guided tours, as well
as invitations to special Arboretum events.

As an NMA Friend, your support will help us to remain a free-to-enter site throughout the year for those
who need us, when they need us.

Your support also helps our dedicated grounds team to care for our 150-acre estate, and to provide
exhibitions, events and learning programmes which will bring Remembrance to life, now and for future
generations.

Visit our website to find out more about becoming an NMA Friend.
https://thenma.org.uk/support-us/NMA-Friends

This year the National Memorial Arboretum is celebrating 25 years as the Nation’s year-round place to
Remember — and we’d love you to celebrate with us. Join us at the Arboretum for our year-long ‘25
Years of..." programme of exhibitions, events and activities bringing to life the stories, milestones and
moments that have shaped the Arboretum’s story since it officially opened to the public on 16 May 2001.
Some highlights of our celebrations will include:

Celebrating Schools performance 15 May .

25th Anniversary Weekend - we'll be celebrating 25 Years of...Remembering Together 16-17 May .


tel:0343%20222%201234
tel:0343%20222%201234
https://www.gov.uk/call-charges
https://thenma.org.uk/support-us/NMA-Friends?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwQnB6aDV2eWVSY2tGYkNtV3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR63ZIxzhisG0xAYKqSD92h-oCYPCI4rUkMFlrnhL8Nx-hbgq8v-WHErrQCFfg_aem_G6AmxAl2WJzX3qZm3as6TQ

'25 Years of... Celebrating Women’ exhibition and ‘Threads of Remembrance’ mosaic art installation
from 16 May.

25 Years of...Buggy Tours, Trails and Daily Talks from 16 May.

"The Art of Remembrance’ summer activities & events 18 July — 30 August.

llluminated winter light trail 4 — 22 December.

The National Memorial Arboretum was founded by Commander David Childs CBE, who was inspired
to create a permanent year-round place dedicated to Remembrance after visiting Arlington Cemetery
and the National Arboretum in Washington DC. It is now part of the Royal British Legion.

What began as an ambitious vision and 150 acres of barren empty fields has grown into a vibrant
Remembrance landscape where we share and preserve inspirational stories of service and sacrifice for
future generations.

Celebrate with us!

Visit our website for full details of the ‘25 Years of..." programme, to book your free day out at the
Arboretum and to save on parking.

https://thenma.org.uk/25-years

Royal Hospital Chelsea Parade, Chapel Service and Luncheon

We are pleased to announce that we have been granted permission to hold a small parade and Chapel
Service at the Royal Hospital Chelsea on the 2nd of Aug 2026. The event is capped at 100 for guests
and those parading so we will initially cap guests at one person.

Serving cohort will be allocated 40 places and Association members 60, which is inclusive of guests.
We require people to register their interest, and we will notify successful applicants sometime in May
that they have places.

The event will be followed by a curry luncheon in the In-Pensioners bar, which will cost £21.95 per head.
Register at: https://rmpa.org.uk/royal-hospital-chelsea-parade/

Royal Hospital RMP Chelsea Parade
Sunday 2" Aug 2026

Sign up for the inaugural RMP Parade,

o

Chapel Service and Lunch /g

Derby Branch

On Tuesday 03 March 2026, members of Derby Branch RMPA gathered at the National Memorial
Arboretum, for a social get together. The weather was cold but at least it was dry. We met at 10.30am,
in time for a hot drink and a chat before going into the Millennium Chapel for the 11.00am service and
talk by one of the volunteers, who explained how and when the NMA came into being. Unfortunately,
the land train wasn’t running, due to a technical hitch, so instead, we hired 2 buggies for a guided tour
(we couldn’t all get on the same one). The 2 guides that we had were extremely knowledgeable and
quite entertaining. Despite the number of times we have visited the NMA, we were still amazed at how


https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fthenma.org.uk%2F25-years%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwQnB6aDV2eWVSY2tGYkNtV3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7YNRyix_6YWOgNvvklUqBWXnOuu83lqRX0VnKYW5altLW19IakgQ8hNlGIcw_aem_aqJ9r-suRiIJjTSUmZ4A0w&h=AT7YJYkOMKI0Qhjx8ZpXM_d8-ypr_pI9SK2EPsp-_kkBXpHfS4EG4Pl6Q8SFMZFnmLWgjVA-Jihy0cdmDWpfjOLFcwloZk4115DBmDfj63IHYr-R31yX-tov23FvdHtYVRZugHXo4_OJm0yB8yTul-n6tYvM4w&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT6ugEyWIn_Fs5uC_C-ltq_4Id8_Rcr5BM6YxUa77lZ44Kho88tAbkLpDRtTlUH2ecuSrB5vo9id_Vf-Iiat6M0TEdYPilO6UtNDPROjEnlfxI4a7rBp42t0ZRWNCsSIwFoMMGLJAZdkKC2hyF7FSRLyM4wx6BVlIpop0qzUtYi-jr1ewoJqB1MtBX0bdDkinUTSQWpaalCk7joLwK58T2WWOw
https://rmpa.org.uk/royal-hospital-chelsea-parade/

much we hadn’t previously seen! Following the tour, both parties met back up and treated ourselves to
lunch in the main restaurant.

Vel LR LT

‘6

N

Bob Potts; Sue Cooper; Les Cooper; Derek Moore; Sylvia Moore; Dave Bullen; Rick Lavis; Steffi
Lavis — Picture courtesy of Kath Potts)

RMP Shop

We often receive requests from members asking the best place to purchase RMP memorabilia or
uniform items. The best starting point is the RMP Shop located at Southwark Park. Full stock list and
online ordering facilities are available at: www.rhgrmp,org

The shop is managed by Mrs Pauline Bailey contactable at shop@rhgrmp.org.

Obituary Notices.

Obituary notices may be submitted for inclusion in the RMP Journal, for those who have passed away
of any rank - and not just officers. The determining factor being quite simply those who have someone
that is prepared to take the time and trouble to write such a personal notice which must be detailed,
accurate and have the approval of the family of the deceased, ideally with photograph.

NIl Veterans Parade at the NMA

The Northern Ireland Veterans Association (NIVA) hold an annual Remembrance Parade at the NMA,
which is attended by Veterans from All Arms. The RMPA normally has a good contingent on parade.
We also felt that we should look to hold a Northern Ireland Reunion in Derby on the same day, with no
specific unit just Op Banner operational service. We will post further details later but just wanted to put
the diary date out there in case you need to apply for a leave pass.


http://www.rhqrmp,org/
mailto:shop@rhqrmp.org

HQ PM A lIA Newsletter Mar 26

The March 2026 edition of the HQ PM(A) IIA newsletter is now available on the RHQRMP web page.
The aim of the newsletter is to provide you with the latest information concerning the Independent
Inquiry relating to Afghanistan and to remind you of the support that is available to you.

This newsletter is circulated on a quarterly basis, and the next edition will be in June 2026, however,
please do continue to reach out to the RMP Inquiry team at:
ARMYPM-IIAGroupmailbox@mod.gov.uk for any support that you may require.

RMPA Award Nomination
If you feel that an individual warrants being nominated for an RMPA award in recognition for their
activities, please review the following information at. rmpa.org.uk.

2026
Nomination for RMPA Award

In order that the RMPA recognise and reward dedication, personal contribution,
longevity of branch membership, fund raising, increasing public awareness of either
the Association or CBF or any other matter deemed to be worth of such recognition,

there is a clear process in place, to ensure a concise and timely system of reward.

|

Rewards may be conferred upon an individual member of the Assoclation, or any L

other person deemed to have earned such recognition.

The recommendation process can be viewed on the link above.
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mailto:ARMYPM-IIAGroupmailbox@mod.gov.uk

American Cemetery Cambridge.

Whilst attending the WRAC Provost reunion in Cambridge, | decided to take a break from the chatter in
the bar and find something else to do. If you are ever in the area, | would recommend that you spend
an hour or so at the American Cemetery, it is on the main bus routes with ample parking.
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The Cambridge American Cemetery and Memorial site in England.

It lies on a slope with the west and south sides framed by woodland. The cemetery contains the remains
of 3,811 of American war dead; 5,127 names are recorded on the Walls of the Missing. Rosettes mark
the names of those since recovered and identified. Most died in the Battle of the Atlantic or in the
strategic air bombardment of northwest Europe. From the flagpole platform near the main entrance, the
great mall with its reflecting pools stretches eastward. It is from the mall that the wide, sweeping curve
of the burial area across the lawn is best appreciated. Along the south side are the Walls of the Missing,
and at the far end is the memorial with a chapel, two huge military maps, stained glass windows bearing
the state seals and military decorations, and a mosaic ceiling memorial honouring the dead of the
American air forces.

The cemetery is open to the public daily including host country holidays, except for December 25 and
January 1. When open, a staff member is on duty in the visitor building to answer questions and escort
relatives to grave and memorial sites. Hours of operation are from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Please note,
admission to the cemetery ends 15 minutes before closing time. The cemetery, visitor centre and car
park are fully wheelchair accessible. All visitor services at the cemetery are free. Admission is FREE
and does not require booking in advance. Madingley Road, Coton, Cambridge CB23 7PH.



London Gathering.

A small gathering of ex Lon Dist Pro Coy RMP personnel, outside the old unit lines at.76d Rochester
Row. Who then moved on to the Jugged Hare.

Richard Blythe, Colin Holland, Sandra Robbie, Neil Salmon, Mrs Carr ,Stephen Carr, Kingsley CP,
Simon Whelan, Jamie Piscopo, Jesse Galvan USMP, Alex Flach, Peter Vorberg

West Yorkshire Branch.

Social in Mytholmroyd. Davey Paynter says. Thank you everyone that could make it to
Mytholmroyd yesterday to get together with our Branch Secretary, Jim Nylan in his local the Dusty
Miller. It was a very social afternoon with fine fair and good banter as can be seen in the photos. A big
shout out to those that travelled far and wide it really is appreciated.

Rear, Brian Addicott, Andrea Matthews, Sam Jackson, Gillian Jackson, Kevin Morson, Bob Potts,
John Tasker, Kath Potts, Colin Wallwork.
Front. Jean Butler, Darren Harvey-Hill, Davey Paynter, Jim Nylan, Sheila Paynter, Liz Usher.



Cenotaph Registration. https://rmpa.org.uk/cenotaph-registration/

RBL REMEMBRANCE
PARADE & MUSTER

8" Nov 2026

Online Registration is Now
Open. Click the link above
to register your interest.

Please note this is not a
guarantee of a place and
we will advise applicants in
June if they have been
successful.

Stu Rogers models the new RHC Camouflage uniform ready for call up.

RMPA Scotland.

Sixteen members of the Branch met on 28 Mar 26,at Kinross for a very enjoyable lunch. Welcome to
our new member Pat Baxter. It was great to catch up with everyone. If you are ever in the area, come
and join us, check out our Facebook page for future events.


https://rmpa.org.uk/cenotaph-registration/

Hull & East Riding Branch.

)
HULL & EAST RIDING BRANCH, RMPA
BRANCH VISIT: ROYAL ARMOURIES,

|

JOIN US FOR A DAY OF MILITARY HISTORY

LEEDS

DATE: Saturday, 18th July 2026 @ COST: £25.00 (travel subsidised by Branch)
LOCATION: Royal Armouries Museum, Leeds Dock > i
R TRANSPORT: 10.03hrs Train from Hull Paragon Station 2 LUNCH: The Canary Bar & Grill

BOOK BY 31* JUNE '26: secretary@hull-rmpa.org | 07456 2

Compiled by Bob Potts
potts8@me.com

Chair@rmpa.org.uk.
07931 723206
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