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Royal Military Police Association  

Hull & East Riding Branch 
 

Minutes of the Branch Meeting 
Held 6th February 2019 

  
 
 
Members Present:  Andy Plews (AP); Jason McCoubrey (JC); Bob Hare (RH); Fred Hemmerman FH); Pete Watson (PW); Alison Sayell (AS); 

Phil Cowan (PC); Sandy Robinson BEM (SR); Tony Walker (TW); 
 
Apologies: S David Kennedy (DK); Darren Howlett (DH); Terry Scholes (TS);  Jim Anderson (JA); Dave Emmerson (DE); Bob 

Boreland (BB); Frank Maunder (FM); Callum Garton (CG); Mike Walker (MW); Steve Johnson (SJ); Craig Hemmerman 
(CH); Capt. Whitehead RMP; Bernadette Robinson-Hutton (BRT); Dave Gibbins (DG); Jon Wild (JW); 

 
Not Present: Steve Woods (SW); Scott Jenkins (SJ2); Michael Sutton (MS); Brian Petch (BP); 

 
 

 

Agenda 
 

1. Remembrance 
2. Members Present/Apologies Received 
3. Absent Friends 
4. Minutes of the Previous Branch Meeting 
5. Matters Arising. 
6. Communications 
7. Reports 

7.1. CESA 
7.2. Standard Bearer 

8. Social Events 
9. Any Other Business 
10. Close of Meeting & Date of Next Meeting 
 

 
1.0 Meeting opened at 20.00hrs. AP gave an introduction and gave the act of remembrance and 

welcomed the members present.  
 

2.0 Members Present/Apologies Received – JW sent apologies, DK sent apologies. Welcome again to 
Jason McCoubrey, the new Vice Chairman.  
 

3.0 Absent Friends – as detailed above. 
 
4.0 Minutes of the Previous Branch Meeting – SR proposed that they were a true and accurate record, 

seconded by BH. All in favour. 
 
5.0 Matters Arising – None. 
 
6.0 Communications –  

 
6.1 An email was received from the Association Chairman as follows: 

 
Good morning and a happy New Year, 

 
Please find attached the initial instructions for the Tower of London Parade with all essential 
information contained within.  Further instructions may follow and if they have any direct effect 
on Association Members I will inform you. 
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Please ensure your members are informed of the parade and also that anyone wishing to 
attend should forward their names to me for security purposes. 
 
Regards, 
 
Bob 
 
The details of the Tower of London Parade were read out to the members. 
 

6.2 An email was received from the Association Chairman as follows:  
 
Dear all,  
 
I have been asked by Col Dick Bland to circulate a request to all members for any information 
on former members of the Corps who carried out SOXMIS duties, in particular during the 
earlier days. 
 
He has already had a measured response for which he is more than grateful, but he would 
like more information to complete a project.  Please solicit your members to see if any can 
assist.  Some may not yet be aware of his request. 
 
I think it would be easier if anyone having information contacts me. 
 
Thanking you in anticipation. 
 
Bob  

 
6.3 An email was received from the Association Chairman as follows: 

 
Dear Branch Secretaries, 
 
The RMP Association has been allocated 8 tickets for the RHC Founders Day parade which 
to be held on Thursday, the 6th June 2019.   
 
The title, full name, post-nominals, full address and a contact telephone number for each 
nominee together with any specific mobility and access requirements is to be sent to me no 
later than COP 1st March 2019. 
 
 All applicants and successful applicants must consent to and be aware of their personal 
details being included in the list and then shared with the Royal Hospital and security 
agencies. 
 
Tickets will only be allocated to those who have not attended a Founder’s Day Parade before. 
Tickets are not transferrable. 
 
You will be advised if your application has been successful and the invitation will be sent 
directly to your home address. 
 
In the event of over subscription, an impartial ballot will be held. 
All expenses incurred are to be borne by the individuals. 
If you have any further questions please contact me. 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
Bob 
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6.4 An email was received from the Association Chairman as follows: 
 
Good morning to you all, 
 
Please ensure that the following message is sent to all your members. 
 
Regards, 
 
Bob 
 

ROYAL MILITARY POLICE ASSOCIATION 
 

TRUSTEE VACANCY 
 
 
As a result of a retirement the Royal Military Police Association will have a vacancy for one 
Elected Trustee with effect from May 2019. 
 
Any member of the Association may put himself/herself forward and should initially submit 
their details together with details of former service and any service with branches in the form 
of a CV to The Chair, RMP Association either by post to 18 Ash Close, Waterlooville PO8 
8TU or via the Internet to joybob@btinternet.com no later than the 31st March 2019. 
 
As a Trustee you will be requested to attend at least two meetings per year, one in May 
during the Annual Reunion Weekend and the other normally in October, usually at Southwick 
Park.    
 
As this is an appointment for an Elected Trustee all names will go forward to the RMPA AGM 
which is to be held on the 11th May 2019 during the Reunion Weekend at the Park Royal 
Hotel, Stretton and the outcome will be decided by a majority vote.  If there is two or more 
candidates a secret ballot of members will be undertaken.  You would be advised to be 
present at the meeting in order that the membership can, if they wish, ask any questions of 
you. 

 
6.5 An email was received from the Association Secretary as follows: 
 

All Branch Secretaries 
 
Good evening one and all – please see the note below originating from Bob Gamble at the 
RBL – all enquiries back to the RBL as requested please 
 
Call Out to Normandy Veterans - D-Day 75  
 
You might be aware that in response to a reported shortage of appropriate accommodation in 
Normandy over the period of the D-Day 75 commemorations, The Royal British Legion 
recently announced that they have chartered a ship via our travel provider Arena Travel, the 
MV Boudicca, to provide a fully funded tour for 300 Normandy Veterans; each with one carer.  
 
We are respectfully asking ex-Service Associations to help us communicate this opportunity 
to their respective memberships.  Our aim is not to compete with previously arranged travel 
plans but rather to ensure that every Normandy Veteran is aware of the opportunity to utilise 
the Legion’s fully-funded travel and accommodation option that includes travel insurance. 
Ideally, we seek to provide every Normandy Veteran with the opportunity to travel and share 
time with erstwhile comrades whilst attending major commemorative events marking the 75th 
anniversary of D-Day on both sides of The Channel.   
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A comprehensive transport plan has been designed offering the collection of individuals from 
their respective homes to the Port of Dover and subsequent return at the completion of the 
tour.  Following embarkation in Dover on Sunday 2 June 2019, the MV Boudicca will set sail 
on the itinerary outlined below, returning to Dover on Sunday 9 June 2019. A programme of 
activities specific to the Normandy Veterans has been designed that includes attendance at 
national level commemorative events, visits, demonstrations at-sea by the Royal Navy as well 
as historical briefings.   
 
There are significant on-board medical facilities and the Legion will provide a cadre of 
additional, qualified care staff to support those travelling with us.  The vessel’s itinerary allows 
sufficient time for the on-board veterans to take full advantage of what we hope will be a 
memorable experience for each of them and provide sufficient time for rest and times for 
reflection.   
 
Below is the current outline itinerary for the MV Boudicca. This is subject to change.   
 
Day 1, Sunday 2 June 2019 
 
Embarkation  
Depart Dover  
 
Day 2, Monday 3 June 2019 
 
At sea familiarisation and safety briefings. 
Historical lectures.  
 
Day 3, Tuesday 4 June 2019 
 
Arrive in Poole Harbour for RN/RM displays & briefings.  
 
Day 4, Wednesday 5 June 2019 
 
National Commemorative Event on Southsea Common marking the assembly & embarkation 
of the Allied D-Day invasion force.  
 
Day 5, Thursday 6 June 2019 
 
Major national events at Bayeux Cathedral & the nearby CWGC cemetery. 
Major Normandy Veteran Reception.  
 
Day 6, Friday 7 June 2019 
 
Coach visits to the Op OVERLORD beaches, SWORD & GOLD as well as the British 
Normandy Memorial and the Arromanches Military Museum. 
Gala dinner on-board ship.  
 
Day 7, Saturday 8 June 2019 
 
Ship Homecoming into Portsmouth – 60k spectators anticipated.  
 
Day 8, Sunday 9 June 2019 
 
Arrive in Dover 
Disembark.  
 
To apply for a place on the MV Boudicca, we are inviting veterans or their carer to our website 
to download and print an eligibility form.  https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/community/d-day-75/  
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They will need to complete the eligibility form in its entirety and return to Arena Travel by 
Monday 4 February 2019 via post. They will also have access to our Frequently Asked 
Questions and the mobility policy for the ship from our website.  
 
In the event that applications exceed availability, priority will be given to veterans who 
participated in the D-Day Landings, with the remaining spaces allocated to Normandy 
Veterans via a ballot.   
 
If there is no oversubscription on the closing date, then all eligible applicants will be awarded 
a space on the ship. The results of the ballot will be confirmed by Arena Travel via post before 
the end of February 2019. A veteran who is unsuccessful in the ballot will have the option to 
remain on a reserve list in case a place subsequently becomes available. 
 
Please direct any questions or concerns to Arena Travel on 01473 660800. 
 

6.6 An email was received from the Association Secretary as follows: 
 
Good morning 
 
 All Branch Secretaries / Trustees and Officers RMPA 
 
Below is an extract from an email received by the Regimental Secretary RHQ RMP earlier this 
week. 
 
The originator is as it says the brother of the chap doing the running so to speak. 
 
I am aware that a national Police memorial exists in central London I am also aware that there 
is the national Police Memorial day charity, this effort is supporting  the installation of a new 
memorial at the NMA, whether it replaces, is in addition to or separate form the other causes I 
know not. 
 
I am writing to you concerning my brother who is editor of the UK Police Forces main news 
magazine and former Policeman. 
 
He had undertaken to do 100 Olympic Triathlons in 100 days.  Yes 100!!!  He is on day 79 
with 100 looming.  The reason is to raise funds for a memorial for all officers who die in the 
line of duty, at our National Memorial Arboretum, as the Police currently have none. 
 
I am ex armed forces so am trying to assist him where I can.  I thought it would be great if 
mention could be given to him on behalf of the sister service.  100 triathlons in 100 days is a 
huge task.  Maybe even someone to join him or a guard of honour at the 100th in the 
Arboretum   
 
His exploits are here.. https://tri100.uk/ 
with todays blog at http://tri100.uk/2019/01/15/day-76-raising-
awareness/?fbclid=IwAR1ERIBfl2XUosIQwSBKW6PkKsH3QYV19GQIOV4h3ym9riX2_ZLLP
UDhGVs 
Would be great to receive a voice of encouragement for this awesome challenge from across 
the services. 
 
I leave it in your hands but thank you in advance. 
 

6.7 An email was received from Association Secretary as follows: 
 

Dear all, 
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Please find attached the latest information and instructions from the North America Branch 
concerning their forthcoming reunion. 
 
It would be appreciated if you ensure that the information is disseminated to all your 
members. 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
Bob 
 
Details are in Appendix 1 to these minutes. 
 

6.8 An email was received from the Association Admin Secretary as follows: 
 

Secretaries, 
 
If you or your members have any points or proposals for the AGM Agenda please forward 
them to me together with the name of the Proposer and Seconder by Tuesday 19th March so 
they can be included.  If they are not received by this time they will not be on the Agenda and 
will therefore not be raised or discussed at the meeting. 
 
If you have any proposals from your Branch, if possible, could a member of your Branch 
attend the AGM so that that member could answer any queries if necessary. 
 
Thank you 
 
Joy Eggelton 
Admin Secretary 

 
7.0 Reports 

7.1 CESA Report –  

• Plaque for the Standard holder for Hull Minster needed for Wednesday 13th February. 
(Post Meeting Note: Plaque delivered for the CESA meeting) 

• 17th Feb Services at Hull Minster for Atlantic Convoys. Service starts at 14.00hrs, 
standards to be at the Minster by 13.30hrs. Buffet to follow at Kingston Arms. 

• 28th April service at Hull Minster at 14.00hrs, standards to form up at 13.30hrs, parade 
to follow. Buffet at the George.  

• PW raised the point that minutes where not been sent to the secretary’s of the 
association. 

7.2 Standard Bearer – PW confirmed that the Branch Standard had not been carried during 
January.  

8.0 Social Events –  

8.1 PW confirmed that the Act had been booked for the Dinner. The act is a solo male singer 
called Kristian, PW also confirmed that he had managed to get the price of the act down to 
the same as the previous year.  

8.2 PW amended the guests to Association Secretary. 
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8.3 TW offered to host a BBQ again this year, a date of the 20th July was pencilled in. TW will 
supply the food. PW asked that people turned up this year! 

8.4 RH stated that could we have the dates of our Dinner published ASAP to all local Branch 
Secretaries as some Associations in the Hull area weren’t aware of our Dinner last year.  

8.5 PW asked if we wanted to do a quarterly Social Function, perhaps in The Punch again? 
General consensus was yes, they did. 30th March was selected as the date. PW will liaise with 
the Punch management to book the same area. 

9.0 Any Other Business  

9.1 TW stated that he is now the Corps Journal Correspondent, these have now drafted and 
checked and will be submitted.  

9.2 FH asked when the Snow Drop Parade is? 13th March 2019. PW stated that he would be 
attending and had space in his vehicle. 

9.3 AP stated that we need to have a brainstorming event to work out how we get additional 
members. A discussion took place and many ideas were talked about, including: 

• Local Newspaper Advert 

• Social Media (Facebook/Twitter/Website) 

• Posters for Police Stations/Prisons 

• Local Authority/Blue Light Intranet adverts 

PW will investigate all of the above and develop them as necessary. 

9.4 Badges Etc. – PW said that we used to hold a stock of RMP badges bought from the RMP 
RHQ shop and held by the Treasurer for Members to purchase. He suggested that this should 
be looked into again and that AS purchase 10 of each of the badges to be held at the Branch 
level. PW will liaise with AS as to which badges to purchase. 

9.5 Website, PW stated that he had been able to resurrect the original website and had 
purchased the original website domain name of hull-rmpa.org, additionally he had arranged 
for free webhosting with 34sp.org, who hosted the original website. So far PW has rebuilt the 
website and it is fully up and running. PW asked that members have a look at the website and 
let him know of what they think and of any additions that could be added. 

 
10.0 The time being 20.46hrs and there being no further business, the meeting was closed by AP. The 

next meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th March 2019 at 19.30 hrs for a 20.00hrs start, St. 
Vincent’s Social Club, Queen Road, Hull.  

 
 

Agenda for March’s Meeting 

 
1. Remembrance 
2. Members Present/Apologies Received  
3. Absent Friends  
4. Minutes of the Previous Branch Meeting 
5. Matters Arising. 
6. Communications  
7. Reports 
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7.1. CESA 
7.2. Standard Bearer 

8. Social Events  
9. Any Other Business  
10. Close of Meeting & Date of Next Meeting 
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Appendix 1 

ROYAL MILITARY POLICE ASSOCIATION 

NORTH AMERICA BRANCH 

Come to Alberta 2019 Reunion 

Your Executive is pleased to announce that the ROYAL MILITARY POLICE ASSOCIATION – North 
America Branch will hold their 17th ANNUAL REUNION in CALGARY, Alberta, Canada September 
4th to 8th 2019……it is a GO, with nearly 30 members/guests responding to the survey and state 
they will attend. 

Please complete the Registration form and send with your deposit cheque. Also contact the Delta 
Calgary South Hotel to make your room booking. 

Please find attached – both forms 

DELTA SOUTH HOTEL – Southland Drive, Calgary 

We have been offered a great rate at this hotel – the same hotel we held our 2009 Reunion! Normal 
rate would be $213.00+tax Can. (single or double). Their offer is $149.00+tax and with the Branch 
subsidizing $20.00 per day…. OUR RATE will be $129.00 + tax. This is a 4 star hotel and recently 
underwent a $16 million dollar renovation (Look it up on google/internet). 

The hotel is two blocks from the Calgary LRT (Light Rail Transit) easy to get to downtown – 
shopping malls – Zoo – Museums – Olympic Plaza- etc. 

REUNION PLANNED PROGRAM 

Within the hotel we will provide the usual THURSDAY Meet and Greet, Welcome and Supper, plus 
entertainment – SATURDAY Branch Banquet with Complimentary drinks and table wine – local gifts 
– 5 days with a Branch Hospitality suite, including free drinks. Sunday transportation to Sunday 
Service and lunch. All taxes and gratuities are covered on the above. 

Our Branch Registration will remain at $170.00 each. 

What does Calgary have to offer other than the Stampede? For a start Calgary has Canada’s 2nd 
largest (1) Military Museum and (2) Heritage Park. The Calgary Zoo is in the top three with the 
PANDAS being a major attraction to visitors around the world. The Calgary Tower and Canada 
Olympic Park are worth considering to visit. Keeping in mind that the Canadian Rockies and Banff 
are 90 minutes away. 

OPTIONAL (SPECIAL) ½ DAY TOUR 

On the usual ½ day tour on the THURSDAY, we plan to include either a visit to Heritage Park or the 
Calgary Zoo. Any that wish to visit the Calgary Military Museums will be able to do so. A private 
coach will be hired to take us to these locations. 

MAIN OPTIONAL (SPECIAL) FULL DAY TOUR 

We feel that this private coach day tour on FRIDAY, will be one of the most unusual and interesting 
Reunion Tours we have arranged. Few places in the World are as heavy in DINOSAURS (Dino-
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Heritage) than in ALBERTA. Hence the World’s leading DINOSAUR (Paleontology) Museum is 90 
minutes away, in Drumheller – THE ROYAL TYRELL MUSEUM…..we will visit it. 

Young or old – we have always been intrigued and fascinated by the Dinosaur Period that existed 
some…..65 MILLION YEARS AGO!! The surrounding area will be visited. The landscape is known 
as “The Badlands” and are unique to Alberta and North America. 

On The Dinosaur Trail, you will observe the Horseshoe Canyon from a special viewpoint – 
Badlands Hoodoos’- Midland Coal Trail – The Swinging Bridge and ferry –Canada’s smallest 
church etc. 

Then we will switch to the “Old Canadian West” with a BBQ and drinks at a small hamlet of Wayne, 
at THE LAST CHANCE HOTEL. 

We will return to “our familiar World” by Friday early evening. 

Your Branch Executive and the Reunion Committee are committed to ensuring all delegates will 
enjoy this “Western Canadian” Reunion + so many friendships have been made within our Branch 
that it is the chance to renew them, plus get to meet and chat with First Timers…………. 

Full details and cost for optional tours will be sent later, to those who have Registered for the 
Reunion. 

From Reunion Chairman Derek McCORQUINDALE 

 


